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Many times I get asked, what’s a hazy ipa compared to 
a west coast IPA, Compared to a Black IPA. So this week we 
are going to take a look at the evolution of IPA’s and how 
the most popular styles have come to be and what defines 
them.  What does IPA even mean? Well, simply put India Pale 
Ale. Which leads us to the starting place. India! Just 
kidding, it was actually English! They were making long 
trips to India and wanted to preserve and bring there own 
ales. They were known for being malty in flavor almost 
biscuit like and light to medium dark amber in color. Then 
also using hops as a way to add flavor, but more 
importantly to preserve the beer with the anti microbial 
properties of the hops. This led to them packing in more and 
more hops for longer sailing tasks. Thus the birth of the 
IPA.  

 for a long time that was the only option, until 
around the early 90’s when Americans started brewing 
IPA’s with American hops, and grain. This came from a lack 
of options on the market at the time. With there only being 
light American Pilsners on the market that where 
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regularly available minus some expensive imports. some 
People decided to start brewing other styles than American 
Pilsner. With this came the American IPA or what many 
refer to as a “classic” IPA. This style is known for ranging 
from decently malty, or little to no malt presence. With an 
insane amount of hop presence of piny, resinous, and 
dankness to form a bitter crisp refreshing beverage. This 
stuff was next level to the consumers and created the 
modern market we know now of IPA lovers.  

 Now here we are in 2020, minus the world being on 
fire, and it being an election year (we got a bottle of 
bourbon waiting for ya) we do have some of the most diverse 
choices of IPA’s in history! Pretty neat honestly. So hazy 
IPA’s they’re new, they’re hip, everyone wants one. But what 
the hell are they? Well, back in the day, this would have 
been a sign of a imperfect beer. A home brewers batch if you 
will, but then a couple big names showed up. John Kimmich 
founder of The Alchemist brewing decided haze or not, it 
matters if it tastes good. And he was right, He didn’t 
intentionally mean to do it but it happened it was great. So 
Then a brewery by the name of TreeHouse came Along with a 
beer called Orange Julias. So hazy you couldn’t see your 
fingers through the glass, full of citrusy and tropical 
fruit notes, almost a sweetness really.  

 Now the hazy one kind of deserves another 
paragraph to discuss how they accomplished what they do. 
Because How people haze there beer can come from a few 
different processes. Some people go with a water chemistry 
and high protein and polyphenols to get it to haze. Others 
use low flocculating (how active the yeast is, and therefor 
how long it will take to drop out of suspension.) yeast 
strains. And then you have what hop heads love, Haze from 
dry hopping. Now To achieve it through dry hopping you 
have to use A TON OF HOPS! Which can be costly for sure, 
but you are relying on the oils from the hops too get 
suspended inside your beer and be preserved. Easier said 
than done.  

 Hopefully now, if someone is ever around and 
happens to ask what the heck is an IPA? You can Proudly 
push up your glasses, and get ready to hit them with all the 
knowledge you just learned! I will be making these every 
now and again, when there is no new beer to report on. If 
you want me to deep dive in to a subject and write about it, 
email me at Zachthebeerguy@gmail.com.
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